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Investing in the Arts and Future of Our Communities

Editor’s Note: Based on the following research conducted by National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA)
released in February 2017, and in support of Arts Advocacy Day on March 20 and 21, 2017, Arts Consulting
Group (ACG) is pleased to share NASAA's findings on increased state arts appropriations. ACG recognizes that
national, state, and federal investments in the arts generate significant social, economic, cultural,
educational, and community returns. We thank NASAA for granting permission to republish its findings and
congratulate the NASAA Board and staff for its tremendous service to the arts and culture sector.

State Arts Appropriations Increase in Fiscal Year 2017
Legislative appropriations to state arts agencies increased by 8.0% in fiscal year 2017, according to the State Arts
Agency Revenues report, published by the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA).

After a small decrease in state arts agency appropriations last year, | . Appropriations to state arts agencies
FY2017 continues a trend of post-recession growth. State arts comprise 0.041% (less than one-half

agency appropriations experienced a 20-year low of $260.2 million
in FY2012. Between FY2012 and FY2017 these agencies gained
$108 million. For FY2017, state legislative appropriations total
$368.2 million, equating to an investment of $1.13 per capita. This
is the third year in a row that state arts agency legislative
appropriations have been above $1.00 per capita.

"State arts agencies address critical needs for American
communities,” said NASAA CEO Pam Breaux. "They utilize the
creative power of the arts to strengthen the economy, rural
development and education. They help preserve American culture,
heritage and traditional practices. They support our military service
members and help heal our veterans. State investments in the arts
help leverage an additional $11 billion in local and private support
for these causes. You would be hard-pressed to find a better return
on investment."

of one-tenth of one percent) of total
state general fund expenditures in
FY2017.

States currently invest $368 million —
about $1.13 per capita — in state arts
agencies.

State arts agencies use legislative
appropriations to make nearly 21,000
grant awards to organizations,
schools and artists.

Public policy goals addressed by
state arts agencies include serving
military families, economic
development, rural sustainability, and

educational excellence.

Although aggregate arts appropriations increased, there were
notable variations among states. Twenty-nine state arts agencies reported increases in 2017, but most of that
growth was concentrated in just 10 states. Sixteen state arts agencies reported decreases. Eleven state arts
agencies reported flat funding. When line item appropriations (funds that pass through state arts agency budgets)
are excluded, appropriations to state arts agencies increased by 6.5%.

State budgets are in a better position now than they were after the recession, though the long-term picture remains
unsettled. State revenues remain below historical averages. The costs of health care, pensions, education and
infrastructure maintenance continue to outpace modest revenue growth, continuing state budget challenges for the
foreseeable future. Furthermore, federal funding in areas such as Medicaid, education, transportation and housing
(all of which can significantly affect state revenues) are difficult to forecast.

The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies is the membership organization of the nation's state and jurisdictional
arts agencies. NASAA serves as a clearinghouse for data and research about public funding and the arts. Additional
information on state arts agency funding and the impact of government support for the arts is available on the
NASAA website.
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http://www.nasaa-arts.org/
http://www.nasaa-arts.org/Research/Funding/index.php
http://www.nasaa-arts.org/Advocacy/Advocacy-Tools/Why-Government-Support/index.php
http://www.nasaa-arts.org/
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State Arts Agency (SAA) Total Legislative Appropriations Changes
Fiscal Years 2016-2017

Increases
Number of SAAs 29
Number of SAAs up 10%+ 10
Median percent increase 5.6%

Flat Funding*
Number of SAAs

Decreases
Number of SAAs 16
Number of SAAs down 10%+ 7
Median Eercent decrease -6.7%
Aggregate percent change 8.0%
Median percent change 0.9%

Source: National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, State Arts Agency Revenues, Fiscal Year 2017

State Arts Agency Legislative Appropriations
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== Appropriations Including Line Items === Appropriations Excluding Line Items
Note: Line items are legislative appropriations not controlled by state arts agencies but rather passed through state
arts agency budgets to other designated entities.

Source: National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, State Arts Agency Revenues, Fiscal Year 2017
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Table 1. State Arts Agency Total Legislative Appropriations
Fiscal Years 2016-2017

State or Le%ﬂfﬁgﬁgfmg?tgﬁlsons Percent Change
Special Jurisdiction FY16 to FY17 Table Notes
FY 2016 FY 2017
Alabama $ 4,184,496 | $ 4,734,496 13.1% + Percent change is significantly affected by a change in
Alaska $ 729,000 | $ 695,700 -4.6% line items.
American Samoa $ 75,000 | $ 75,000 0.0%

1 Arizona - $ 1,500,000 - " Figure reflects state arts agency (SAA) appropriation
Arkansas $ 1,680,333 | $ 1,664,940 -0.9% only and does not include appropriation to the state's

2 California $ 10,759,000 | $ 17,637,000 63.9% cultural endowment.

Colorado $ 2,000,000 | $ 2,000,000 0.0%

3 Connecticut ¢ » $ 5,722,670 | $ 4,237,573 -26.0% 1 Arizona: Since FY2012, the legislature has not
Delaware $ 3,318,400 | $ 3,407,323 2.7% appropriated funding to the SAA from the general fund.
District of Columbia | $ 16,955,248 | $ 22,044,411 30.0% The SAA's FY2017 base appropriations were drawn from
Florida ¢ $ 38,873,322 | $ 43,655,475 12.3% interest on the state’s rainy-day fund and were
Georgia $ 903,360 | $ 1,016,499 12.5% nonrecurring. Other state funds are generated from state
Guam $ 451,064 | $ 451,064 0.0% business license revenues.

Hawaii $ 5,575,149 | $ 5,731,735 2.8%
Idaho $ 759,400 | $ 782,900 3.1% 2 California: One-time discretionary funds designated by

4 [llinois N/A N/A N/A the state legislature account for $6.8 million of the FY2017
Indiana » $ 3,323,048 | $ 3,323,048 0.0% appropriation. Other state funding includes support for the

5 lowa” $ 1,233,764 | $ 1,233,764 0.0% Arts in Corrections program.

Kansas $ 190,046 | $ 188,604 -0.8%

Kentucky $ 2,670,400 | $ 2,625,700 -1.7% 3 Connecticut: The total appropriation for FY2017 does
Louisiana $ 1,966,937 | $ 2,097,064 6.6% not include funding going through the agency's budget for
Maine $ 974,629 | $ 894,266 -8.2% line items to non-arts organizations.

Maryland $ 17,552,146 | $ 20,366,688 16.0%

Massachusetts $ 14,160,000 | $ 14,299,000 1.0% 4 lllinois: The state of lllinois has operated without a full
Michigan $ 9,000,000 | $ 9,000,000 0.0% and permanent budget since July 1, 2015.

Minnesota $ 34,341,000 | $ 38,842,000 13.1%

Mississippi $ 1,986,386 | $ 1,742,932 -12.3% 5 lowa: The lowa Department of Cultural Affairs has
Missouri $ 7,297,465 | $ 7,372,800 1.0% sustained a mid-year de-appropriation for FY2017 of
Montana * $ 571,179 | $ 511,991 -10.4% $210,958 as well as the complete elimination of the $6.1
Nebraska * $ 1,507,157 | $ 1,561,484 3.6% million lowa Cultural Trust as aresult of efforts by the lowa

6 Nevada $ 1,598,809 | $ 1,953,506 22.2% Legislature and Governor to address a projected state
New Hampshire $ 291,489 | $ 310,174 6.4% budget shortfall. The immediate impact on the lowa Arts
New Jersey $ 16,396,000 | $ 16,405,000 0.1% Council operating budget of approximately $41,000 is not
New Mexico $ 1,607,700 | $ 1,315,300 -18.2% captured in this report.

New York $ 45,174,000 | $ 45,174,000 0.0%

North Carolina $ 7,648,977 | $ 8,398,977 9.8% 6 Nevada: Fiscal year 2017 appropriations include
North Dakota * $ 837,031 | $ 798,213 -4.6% nonrecurring funds from the Department of Tourism and
Northern Marianas | $ 215,694 | $ 550,212 155.1% Cultural Affairs of $267,254.

Ohio $ 14,222,050 | $ 14,722,050 3.5%

Oklahoma $ 3,510,505 | $ 2,937,793 -16.3% 7 Puerto Rico: Fiscal year 2017 figures were taken from
Oregon $ 2,052,340 | $ 2,101,050 2.4% the appropriated budget documented by Puerto Rico's
Pennsylvania $ 9,590,000 | $ 9,590,000 0.0% Office of Management and Budget. The commonwealth's

7 Puerto Rico ¢ $ 15,872,000 | $ 16,707,000 5.3% budget remains in distress due to uncertainty about long-

Rhode Island $ 2,749,890 | $ 2,255,084 -18.0% term debt.

South Carolina ¢ $ 3,093,873 | $ 3,508,041 13.4%

South Dakota $ 836,365 | $ 845,635 1.1% 8 Utah: The agency's appropriation does not include state
Tennessee $ 6,998,800 | $ 7,059,700 0.9% support for the Fine Arts Outreach POPS program and the
Texas $ 7,770,714 | $ 8,359,646 7.6% Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program, which

8 Utah $ 3,039,800 | $ 3,217,600 5.8% are administered by agencies other than the SAA.
Vermont $ 645,307 | $ 675,307 4.6%

Virgin Islands $ 328,508 | $ 315,250 -4.0% 9 Wisconsin: State funds listed in FY2017 assume match

Virginia $ 3,636,846 | $ 3,448,846 -5.2% to the NEA. The SAA must obtain legislative action and

Washington $ 1,143,000 | $ 1,166,000 2.0% the governor's signature for an additional $29,700, which

West Virginia $ 872,163 | $ 864,575 -0.9% is the difference between NEA funds and the amount
9  Wisconsin $ 795,700 | $ 811,600 2.0% allocated in the state's biennial budget.

Wyoming $ 1,222,652 | $ 1,038,975 15.0%

Total $ 340,911,412 | $ 368,222,991 8.0%

Contact ACG for more information on how we can help you revitaiize yovernimeriy, ivunuauurii,
corporate, and individual investments in your organization and community.

(888) 234.4236
info@ArtsConsulting.com
ArtsConsulting.com
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